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Approaching pre-modern China through the computer: the benefits and
risks of using electronic resources in sinological research
Abstract
Around the middle of the 1990s, Chinese Studies both in China and around the world irreversibly entered the
digital era. Only a decade later, the means and resources for studying premodern Chinese civilization have
dramatically changed. Online library catalogs, Internet-based bibliographies and indexes, electronic journals
and books, and fulltext databases, many of which were beyond the wildest imagination of scholars of the
previous generation, have now become indispensable tools for daily research. Especially noticeable is the
largescale digitization of premodern Chinese texts which has, literally, revolutionized the informationseeking
behavior and research process of today’s sinologists.
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concentrate on technological issues related to hardware, software, character encoding, 






















































































































































































































































the digital world. To offset the potential long­term damage of digitization on future 
scholarship, stronger requirements for reading primary sources and relevant training 
programs may have to be established for coming generations of sinologists. 
I am confident that the digitization of important pre­modern Chinese texts will be 
extended to different editions as the demand from researchers increases. The computer’s 
language processing capability will continue to improve. As competition grows, the 
manufacturers and vendors of Chinese databases will realize that it is actually more 
commercially profitable to make their products more scholar­friendly and research­ 
oriented. Finally, I would like to make an appeal to digitizing companies to work closely 
with scholars and design “smart databases” by creating cross references among
10 
interrelated names and terms, so that when the user searches by a proper name, he/she 
will able to retrieve all variant forms of the name.
